
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

EDMONTON AND AREA (May 21, 2015) - The Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC) has 

announced plans to conserve a large block of undeveloped land in Parkland County. This 

will be the largest property NCC has attempted to conserve this close to the city of 

Edmonton, and will also be the largest investment NCC has ever made in the capital region.  

 

The not-for-profit organization hopes to acquire key forest and wildlife habitat, and create a 

natural retreat. This rare 610-acre (250-hectare) property is one of the largest undeveloped 

landscapes near the city of Edmonton.  

 

The property is currently owned by five local families, who have offered to sell the land to 

NCC for less than half of its appraised value. By doing this, they’ve pledged millions of 

dollars to keep this space natural and create a conservation legacy for all Canadians. 

 

The Nature Conservancy of Canada would not have the opportunity to conserve this 

property had it not been for the generosity and vision of the five ownership families. The 

families have worked with NCC to name the property Bunchberry Meadows Conservation 

Area.  

 

If NCC can conserve Bunchberry, they plan to transform the land into an accessible green 

space. It’ll be a public, natural retreat featuring amenities such as six kilometres of hiking 

trails, picnic areas, interpretive signs, a gravel parking lot and washroom areas. 

 

Bunchberry has incredible natural features. Some of the oldest Jack pine in Alberta still grow 

and flourish at Bunchberry. These trees provide critical habitat for species such as great 

horned owl.  

 

Close to 20 percent of the property features wetlands that are home to internationally 

significant waterfowl such as bufflehead duck. The property supports wildlife in an ever-

changing environment. The land is home to moose, white tailed deer, woodchuck and a 

number of amphibians. 

 

The future of Bunchberry Meadows Conservation Area is uncertain. The Nature 

Conservancy of Canada must raise $4 million dollars by the end of 2015 to ensure the 

protection of Bunchberry Meadows Conservation Area.  

 

NCC has begun submitting funding applications to family and community foundations, along 

with corporations. Support from individuals will also be critical to the success of this project. 
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Quotes 

 

“Our families have grown up here, and we’ve benefited from our time with nature. We want 

to give a gift to all Canadians, through our land, so that future generations can also benefit 



from Bunchberry Meadows Conservation Area.” ~ Kim Laskin, Member of the original 

ownership group. 

 

“Bunchberry Meadows Conservation Area will benefit residents of Parkland County and the 

City of Edmonton. Having a special space like this for children to explore and learn about 

nature is priceless. We look forward to working with NCC to help conserve Bunchberry 

Meadows Conservation Area.” ~ AnnLisa Jensen, Parkland County Deputy Mayor 

 

“Bunchberry Meadows Conservation Area is critical habitat for many iconic species. NCC 

staff have discovered great horned owl nests and blue bird on the property, along with 

numerous other mammals and amphibians. We’re working to protect the land so wildlife can 

continue to thrive in Alberta.” ~ Bob Demulder, Nature Conservancy of Canada regional vice 

president, Alberta Region.  

 

Facts 

● If NCC can successfully raise the remaining funding needed for Bunchberry 

Meadows Conservation Area, the organization plans to open the property to the 

public in 2016. 

● Bunchberry is located next door to the Devonian Botanical Garden. 

● NCC works all across Alberta and recently opened a new office in downtown 

Edmonton. 

● MoneySense magazine has ranked the Nature Conservancy of Canada as the top 

environmental charity in the country for the fifth consecutive year. 

● Bunchberries are a small native plant species that can be found at Bunchberry 

Meadows Conservation Area. 

 

About 

The Nature Conservancy of Canada is the nation's leading land conservation organization, 

working to protect our most important natural areas and the species they sustain. Since 

1962, NCC and its partners have helped to protect more than 2.7 million acres (1.1 million 

hectares), coast to coast. NCC has conserved over 234,000 acres (94,700 hectares) of 

critical land in Alberta. 

 


